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COLLIE: That's not a very pretty role you're asking me to

play.
EVA: [In a husky mice.} Perhaps when you got used to the

idea you wouldn't want to break it off.

COLLIE: My dear, what on earth ever put such an idea in
your head?

EVA: You're alone and I'm alone. There's no one in the
world that cares twopence for either of us.

COLLIE: Oh, what nonsense. Your family's devoted to you.
They depend on you so enormously. Why, the whole
house centres round you.

EVA: I want to get away. I'm so unhappy here.

COLLIE: I can't believe that. You're just nervous and run
down. I daresay you want a bit of change.

EVA: You won't understand. How can you be so cruel?
COLLIE: Frn not cruel. I'm awfully grateful to you.
EVA: I can't say any more than I have. It's so humiliating.

COLLIE: I'm dreadfully sorry.   I don't want to hurt your

feelings.
EVA: After all I'm not so old as all that. Plenty of men have

wanted to marry rne.

COLLIE: I don't doubt that for a minute. I'm quite con-
vinced that one of these days you'll find someone that
you really like and I'm sure you'll make him a perfectly
grand wife. [She begins to cry and be looks at her mth<
troubled eyes.} I'm sorry.

[She does not answer and quietly he hams the room. She
sobs. Bttf she hears the door open and starts to her
feet, turning her face away so that her tears should not
be seen. The newcomer is HOWARD. He is quite
sober.
HOWARD: Where's Collie?